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WORLD  TRADE  IN  EGGS  AND  POULTRY,  1972  AND  1973 


World  trade  in  eggs  in  1973  was  at  its  highest  level  in  5 
years,  while  poultry  trade  was  about  unchanged  from  the 
high  level  of  1972,  based  on  date  for  the  eight  most  im- 
portant egg  and  poultry  importing  countries. 

Complete  data  for  1974  are  not  yet  available.  U.S  fig- 
ures for  the  first  10  months  of  1974,  however,  may  serve 
as  partial  indication:  The  volume  of  U.S.  egg  exports  (in 
all  forms)  was  up  50  percent  from  those  of  a  year  ago, 
while  the  volume  of  poultry  meat  exports  (fresh  and  fro- 
zen) was  up  17  percent.  These  increases,  however,  prob- 
ably overstate  changes  in  the  world  trade  situation. 

Trade  in  1974  is  marked  by  an  availability  of  price- 
distressed  poultry  in  Western  Europe  through  most  of  the 
year,  despite  concerted  efforts  to  adjust  production.  Be- 
cause of  this,  attention  has  been  given  to  markets  previ- 
ously of  secondary  importance,  such  as  the  Mideast, 
Cuba,  and  Chile. 

Eggs 

Trade  in  both  shell  and  processed  eggs  to  principal  im- 
porting countries  increased  in  1973,  returning  to  the  up- 
ward trend  of  recent  years  that  was  interrupted  in  1972. 

Because  some  countries  do  not  separately  report  dried, 
frozen,  and  liquid  eggs,  it  is  not  clear  if  shell  or  proc- 
essed eggs  are  more  important  in  world  trade.'  (Shell  in- 
cludes eggs  for  hatching  as  well  as  for  table  use.)  Of 
1973  U.S.  exports,  4  percent  were  shell  eggs  for  table 
use;  32  percent,  shell  eggs  for  hatching;  and  64  percent, 
processed  (shell  equivalent  basis).  The  comparable  value 
breakdown  was  8  percent  shell  for  table  use,  70  percent 
shell  for  hatching,  and  22  percent  for  processed.  Gener- 
ally, hatching  eggs  relatively  are  much  more  important  in 
U.S.  exports  than  in  world  trade.  Also,  dried  egg  ac- 


'Yields  for  these  products  from  a  30-dozen  case  of  eggs  are  10.3 
pounds  of  dried  egg,  or  39.5  pounds  of  liquid  or  frozen. 


counts  for  a  larger  part  of  U.S.  exports  than  liquid  or 
frozen,  but  it  is  unclear  whether  this  is  also  the  situation 
for  exporters  shipping  to  nearby  markets,  such  as  within 
Europe. 

By  far.  West  Germany  is  the  largest  importer  of  shell 
eggs.  However,  99  percent  of  West  Germany's  shell  egg 
imports  come  from  other  European  Community  (EC) 
countries,  particularly  the  Netherlands  and  Belgium. 
West  Germany  is  also  an  importer  of  processed  egg,  of 
which  more  than  95  percent  originates  in  other  EC  coun- 
tries, principally  the  Netherlands. 

For  processed  egg  products,  the  Netherlands  is  both  an 
importer — the  sixth  largest — and  an  exporter.  The  level 
of  exports  exceeds  that  of  imports,  indicating  that  the 
Netherlands  ranks  among  the  world's  important  shippers 
of  egg  products,  along  with  Australia  and  the  People's 
Republic  of  China  (PRC). 

Other  important  EC  importers  of  eggs  and  products  are 
Italy  (both  in  the  shell  and  processed);  the  United  King- 
dom (processed  and,  in  1973,  shell  also);  and  France 
(shell,  but  for  1973,  in  sharply  reduced  quantity  from  the 

1972  level). 

These  countries  demonstrated  departures  from  the 
generalization  that  egg  imports  in  most  EC  countries  are 
largely  accounted  for  by  intra-EC  trade.  Italy  received  15 
percent  of  its  1973  shell  egg  imports  from  non-EC  coun- 
tries, principally  those  in  Eastern  Europe;  over  two- 
thirds  of  U.K.  imports  of  processed  eggs  were  from  out- 
side the  EC,  principally  Australia,  the  PRC,  and  New 
Zealand;  and  the  Netherlands  received  more  than  half  its 

1973  imports  of  processed  egg  from  Finland,  Switzer- 
land, the  PRC,  and  Czechoslovakia. 

Outside  the  EC  countries,  Japan  is  the  largest  importer 
of  processed  eggs,  and  Hong  Kong,  of  shell  eggs.  Aus- 
tralia is  Japan's  principal  outside  supplier,  followed  by 
the  PRC,  which  is  also  the  principal  supplier  for  Hong 
Kong.  During  the  years  covered  by  this  report,  operation 


of  Australia's  egg  price  stabilization  system  provided 
considerable  product  for  its  exports  of  dried  egg  and  fro- 
zen egg  (egg  pulp,  or  "melange"). 

Poultry  Meat 

A  continued  high  level  of  world  trade  in  poultry  meat 
during  1973  helped  distribute  a  global  increase  in  output. 
However,  the  degree  of  self-sufficiency  in  some  import- 
ing countries  rose  in  1973.  In  most  countries  consumer 
demand  for  poultry  was  strong  in  response  to  higher 
prices  for  red  meat,  and  per  capita  consumption  in- 
creased as  poultry  industries,  (except  those  in  West  Ger- 
many), in  turn,  increased  production.^ 

West  Germany  continued  as  the  largest  import  market 
in  1973,  accounting  for  nearly  70  percent  of  the  862  mil- 
lion pounds  imported  by  the  8  major  import  markets  for 
which  data  are  available.  West  Germany  imported  598 
million  pounds  in  1973,  3  percent  below  the  1972  level, 
for  the  first  decline  since  1967. 

Other  countries  of  the  newly  expanded  EC  supplied 
506  million  pounds — about  85  percent —  of  West  Ger- 
many's 1973  imports.  This  was  about  6  percent  below 
shipments  from  the  same  countries  in  1972,  when  De- 
nmark, an  important  supplier,  was  not  yet  an  EC 
member.  Since  entry  into  the  Community,  Denmark  has 
increased  exports  to  West  Germany  more  than  eight-fold, 
but  still  ranks  behind  France,  Belgium-Luxembourg,  and 
the  Netherlands.  Imports  in  1973  from  the  Netherlands, 
the  largest  supplier,  fell  almost  9  percent.  Shipments 
from  the  United  States  (mainly  turkey  meat)  increased 
from  almost  16  million  pounds  to  24  million  in  1973.  At 
this  level,  however,  U.S.  shipments  to  West  Germany 
accounted  for  only  about  4  percent  of  total  imports — less 
than  imports  from  either  Poland  or  Hungary. 

About  55  percent  of  West  Germany's  1973  poultry 
consumption  was  from  imports.  Of  the  imports,  about  80 
percent  originated  in  other  EC  countries,  and  thus  did  not 
carry  import  charges.  In  addition.  West  Germany  ex- 
ported about  9  percent  of  its  1973  poultry  output. 

U.K.  poultry  meat  imports  in  1973  declined  16  per- 
cent, to  slightly  less  than  19  million  pounds.  Denmark 
and  Ireland  supplied  about  76  percent.  The  United 
States,  shipping  2.4  million  pounds,  was  the  largest 
non-EC  supplier.  At  these  levels  of  trade,  the  United 
Kingdom  was  almost  99  percent  self-sufficient  in  its 
1973  poultry  consumption. 

Poultry  meat  imports  by  Switzerland  increased  10  per- 
cent in  1973,  to  62  million  pounds,  compared  with  56 
million  pounds  in  1972.  Imports  from  the  United  States 
fell  from  12  million  pounds  in  1972  to  3  million  pounds, 
following  termination  of  the  U.S.  broiler  export  subsidy 
program.  Swiss  imports  from  the  EC  increased  by  75 
percent  to  37  million  pounds,  with  France  and  Denmark 


^ World  production  and  consumption  of  poultry  meat  during  1973  are 
reported  in  FPE  2-74,  September  1974. 


as  the  largest  suppliers,  but  France  and  the  Netherlands 
supplied  practically  all  of  the  increase.  Imports  from 
Eastern  Europe,  which  in  1972  exceeded  those  from  the 
countries  which  have  since  joined  the  EC,  declined 
slightly,  and  now  are  below  those  of  the  EC. 

Austria  imported  3  million  pounds  in  1973,  about  8 
percent  above  the  1972  level.  Decreased  imports  from 
the  EC  and  the  United  States  were  more  than  offset  by 
larger  shipments  from  Hungary. 

Imports  by  Greece  recovered  in  1973,  reaching  9  mil- 
lion pounds,  compared  to  3  million  in  1972. 

In  1973  imports  of  poultry  meat  by  Japan  declined  12 
percent  from  the  1972  record  of  almost  65  million 
pounds.  Substantially  reduced  imports  from  Bulgaria, 
Hungary,  and  Denmark  more  than  offset  greater  purch- 
ases from  the  United  States  and  the  PRC. 

Imports  by  Hong  Kong  increased  12  percent,  to  almost 
75  million  pounds.  This  gain  was  distributed  among 
Hong  Kong's  suppliers,  except  the  United  States  and  De- 
nmark, which,  nevertheless,  remain  the  second  and  third 
largest  sources,  after  the  PRC. 

Singapore's  poultry  meat  imports,  largely  from  the 
EC,  expanded  significantly  in  1973,  but  still  are  only  9 
million  pounds. 

Available  data,  not  included  in  the  tables,  indicate  im- 
ports by  Near  Eastern  countries  also  increased. 

Outlook 

World  production  of  both  poultry  and  eggs  is  expected 
to  be  down  in  1975,  compared  with  output  for  both  1973 
and  1974,  providing  smaller  available  supplies  of  poultry 
meat  and  eggs  for  international  trade.  At  the  same  time, 
other  protein  supplies  such  as  beef  and  dairy  products, 
are  expected  to  continue  to  be  abundant  in  1975. 

Prospects  for  a  smaller  volume  of  world  trade  in  poul- 
try and  eggs  are  the  result  of  worldwide  concern  in  the 
industrialized  countries  (the  principal  importers  of  these 
commodities)  over  balance  of  payment  problems  because 
of  heavy  outlays  for  oil  imports.  Since  these  com- 
modities can  be  produced  domestically  in  some  coun- 
tries, even  though  possibly  at  greater  cost,  there  may  be  a 
tendency  toward  greater  self-sufficiency  and  reduced 
imports.  Oil-rich  nations  of  the  world,  where  currency 
conservation  is  not  important,  may  be  an  exception. 

Indications  are  that  trade  with  the  EC  countries 
(excluding  intra-trade)  is  especially  down.  Imports  of 
poultry  meat  to  the  EC  are  discouraged  by  high  levels  of 
protection,  which  were  increased  several  times  in  late 
1974.  EC  exports  of  poultry  meat  are  likely  to  be  down 
also,  because  the  export  subsidy  was  dropped  for  an  in- 
definite period  as  of  November  1,  1974.  Without  the  ex- 
port subsidy,  sales  to  outlets  other  than  nearby  markets 
are  likely  to  suffer.  A  sharp  reduction  of  50  percent  in 
late  1974  in  the  EC  egg  export  subsidy  is  likely  to  have  a 
similar  effect  on  trade. 
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